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PARIS, April 15 — Spokes-,servers here, however, con- 


i‘ men for President de Gaulle sider the main brunt of the 
' today dismissed as ‘com. novel’s accusations to be out- 


ypletely ridiculous and the|@eeously fanciful. 

highest absurdity’ charges} They point out, for example, 
"that a Soviet agent was an in-jthat Uris seems to have cho- 

Nluential member of the Sen facts for his novel that 
~ French government. supported his thesis while ig- 
‘" "The charges were raised in|/M0ring those that wou'd have 

London Sunday newspaper contradicted or weakened It, 

reports on the memoirs of al Regardless of whether the 
_ fortaer French Secret Service/Memoirs add anything to “To- 

Official, who quit his post in/Paz's" charges of a Soviet mas- 


Ww “defect” to the|ter spy, their publication 
‘ Let viele ce could prove" explosive in terms|the tone and blunt the biting 


The memoirs, written byj0f ‘sensitive Franco-American|Style of this opposition. 
" Philippe Thiraud de Vosjoly,|Telations. The Thiraud de Vosjoly 


pereretn Press. 
JACK PROFUMO 
».« this zest is back 


are due to appear next week 
in the London Sunday Times 
and Life magazine, Thiraud de 
Vosjoly’s story is reported to 


_, be the basis for the best-sell- 


_ing novel “Topaz,” in which a 


In the past few months, the|memoirs could ntp this evolu- 
French government has _been|tion in the bud. For one thing, 
making a major public rela-|the major political theme of 
tions effort to warm up {ts fro-|the memoirs appears to be 
zen relations with Washington. |that France 1s no longer a 


On April 3, de Gaulle at-lloyal ally and should not bel) - 


pro-American French spy dis- tempte to break the jee him-|trusted by the United States. 
covers that one of his most im- self in his statement on Viet-|For another, there is a suspi- | 
portant and influential bosses}%4m, in which he praised Pres-|cion here that the memoirs}! 
is a Russian agent. ident eons peace initia-|are a put-up job, supported by | 
_ The French statement today,| tive witha rare tribute. the U.S. Government to dis | 
“fssued ‘by de Gaulle’s Elysee] gmile Campaign credit France. af 


Pe 1 ffi ' e first of- ay * . ‘6 ; ‘ 
Peat cae oa ake tisae Other officials have also|¥irst Hint Published 


since it was first raised in|®cen pursuing a smile cam-| This suspicion has aired last: 
. “Topaz” last fall. Author Leon|Paign toward the United|weck by the satirical weekly 
" ‘Uris insisted at the time that|/States and Americans taking|Canard Enchaine, which pub-|: 
‘the theme ’of the novel was|8reat pains to portray France/lished the first hint that the 
. based on “reliable: informa-|48 4 faithful, loyal and cooper-| memoirs would_surface. if 
. tion.” ative friend. French newspapers ignored 
wee To be sure, the substance ofjthe Canard article, and their]: 

. Novel Criticized _ |{#rench policy, which opposes|initial reaction to the more 
On the surface, at least, the|American goals on many|substantial and authoritative, 
reported substance of Thiraud/fronts that are considered/London press reports has been 
de Vosjoly's memoirs wouldjvital to French interests has|cautious. But, because of th¢ 
appear to underpin “Topaz's”|shown no sign of alteration.| aster holidays, the press here|- 
fictlonal plot with a. more|But there has been an urimis-jhas failed to bring out its big} 


ait 


_ Solid basis of fact. Most ob-|takable desire here to: soften! guns on the issue. 


